 
        

        

















    



  






    
        
            
                ×
                

            

            
            

        

    




 
 





 
 

        

        
        Skip to main content
        
        










 

















 	 	 	
	
	
	
	 
		
		
			































			    [image: Back to EUR-Lex homepage]
			    [image: Back to EUR-Lex homepage]
	            Access to European Union law 	 
 
 
	
	
				EUR-Lex Access to European Union law
	
	
	
		
				
					
						
							
	
	
		
							English						
							EN
							(current language)
						
					
	
						





	
		
	
	
			Language
			български (bg)
Español (es)
Čeština (cs)
Dansk (da)
Deutsch (de)
Eesti keel (et)
Ελληνικά (el)
English (en)
Français (fr)
Gaeilge (ga)
Hrvatski (hr)
Italiano (it)
Latviešu valoda (lv)
Lietuvių kalba (lt)
Magyar (hu)
Malti (mt)
Nederlands (nl)
Polski (pl)
Português (pt)
Română (ro)
Slovenčina (sk)
Slovenščina (sl)
Suomi (fi)
Svenska (sv)


		
	



	
	
						
	
						
							
	
	
								  		
									My EUR-Lex
									
								
				
							My EUR-Lex
	






























Sign in
	Register
	
	






























My recent searches (0)

	

	 	
	












	
		
	
	
	
			
			

			
					
				
						
   		 					
							<a href="https://eur-lex.europa.eu/content/help/eurlex-content/experimental-features.html" target="_blank">More about the experimental features corner</a>			

				
					Experimental features
					
				
				
					
		
	




	
			
			
			
				×
				
					Choose the experimental features you want to try

					

					
						Do you want to help improving EUR-Lex ? This is a list of experimental features that you can enable. These features are still under development; they are not fully tested, and might reduce EUR-Lex stability. Don't forget to give your feedback!

					

					
						 
						Warning! Experimental feature conflicts detected.
					

					
						
								
                                        	
                                                    
                                                         Replacement of CELEX identifiers by short titles - experimental feature. It replaces clickable CELEX identifiers of treaties and case-law by short titles.
  
	
                                                    
                                                         Visualisation of document relationships. It displays a dynamic graph with relations between the act and related documents. It is currently only available for legal acts.
  

	
	
                                        	
                                                    
                                                         Deep linking. It enables links to other legal acts referred to within the documents. It is currently only available for documents smaller than 900 KB.
  

	


						

					

					
						 Apply
		
	
	
	




	































	





	 		
	







	
		
			
				
					×
				
				Select
					site language

			

			

			
				
					

						
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
							
									 български
	(bg)
	
	
	 Español
	(es)
	
	
	 Čeština
	(cs)
	
	
	 Dansk
	(da)
	
	
	 Deutsch
	(de)
	
	
	 Eesti keel
	(et)
	
	
	 Ελληνικά
	(el)
	
	
	 English
	(en)
	
	
	 Français
	(fr)
	
	
	 Gaeilge
	(ga)
	
	
	 Hrvatski
	(hr)
	
	
	 Italiano
	(it)
	
	

	
	
							
									 Latviešu valoda
	(lv)
	
	
	 Lietuvių kalba
	(lt)
	
	
	 Magyar
	(hu)
	
	
	 Malti
	(mt)
	
	
	 Nederlands
	(nl)
	
	
	 Polski
	(pl)
	
	
	 Português
	(pt)
	
	
	 Română
	(ro)
	
	
	 Slovenčina
	(sk)
	
	
	 Slovenščina
	(sl)
	
	
	 Suomi
	(fi)
	
	
	 Svenska
	(sv)
	
	

	
	
	
						
							
	
	
						
					

				

				
	
	
	
	
	
	



			
	
	
		
			[image: Back to EUR-Lex homepage]
		
  
		
			
				This document is an excerpt from the EUR-Lex website
			

			
			
	
	
	
	
	
 
      
   	
    	      
    		  
			
				





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	
	
	
	


	
	












	
	Menu
   
      
         
            EU law

            	Treaties	Treaties currently in force
	Founding treaties
	Accession Treaties
	Other treaties and protocols
	Chronological overview


               
	Legal acts
	Consolidated texts
	International agreements
	Preparatory documents
	EFTA documents
	Lawmaking procedures
	Summaries of EU legislation
	Browse by EU institutions	European Parliament
	European Council
	Council of the European Union
	European Commission
	Court of Justice of the European Union
	European Central Bank
	European Court of Auditors
	European Economic and Social Committee
	European Committee of the Regions


               
	Browse by EuroVoc


         
      

      
         
            EU case-law

            	Case-law
	Reports of cases
	Directory of case-law


         
      

      
         
            Official Journal

            	Access the Official Journal
	Official Journal L series daily view
	Official Journal C series daily view
	Browse the Official Journal
	Legally binding printed editions
	Special editions


         
      

      
         
            National law and case-law

            	National transposition
	National case-law
	JURE case-law


         
      

      
         
            Information

            	Themes in focus
	EUR-Lex developments
	Statistics
	ELI register	About ELI
	Technical information
	ELI implementation overview
	Resources for implementing ELI
	ELI highlights
	ELI testimonials
	Legislation in schema.org


               
	EU budget online


         
      

   



	

	
	 	










	
	
	
	
		
			
	
				
				
					
	
	
	
	
	
	

					Quick search	
	
	
	
	
					
						
					
						
	
	
							
						
	
		

	
				
	
			




	
			
				
				    
					
	
	
	
	
	
	
			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Use quotation marks to search for an "exact phrase". Append an asterisk (*) to a search term to find variations of it (transp*, 32019R*). Use a question mark (?) instead of a single character in your search term to find variations of it (ca?e finds case, cane, care).		

				
					 
				
			

	
			
				
					
	































						 
						Search tips
	
				

				
					Need more search options? Use the	
	
 






























Advanced search 	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	






 






	You are here
		EUROPA
	






























EUR-Lex home
	Decision - 2003/205 - EN - EUR-Lex
	




 
















































































	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
























































	
		
			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

























	
	
	
		
			
				
				
					
						
							
						
					
					
					
				

				
				
					
	
	
				
					Document 32003D0004

				

				
					











	
	
	
				
					
						














    	
            
 
 
 
 
 Help
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
            
                
                Print this page  
	
                
            





	
	
	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	





		
				
	
	
	
	






    
 
 
 
            
                
                    
	
	
	
						































	Text
	
	
							
						
		































	Document information
	
	
							
						
		































	Document summary
	
	
							
						

	
						



















	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

































	
	
	 
	
								 Save to My items
	
	
	
	

	
		
							
								
								Up-to-date link
		
		

















Permanent link


Bookmark this item



	
	
							































								 Download notice
	
	
		





















	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

































	
	
	 
								 Follow this document
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
					
						
							
	
							
								
								     
								    Table of contents
								
							
							
								
								     
								    Hide table of contents
 		
	
	
	
	
 
	
	
  
  
 
 
 


	
			
				
						
	






 
 
 









 









 









 










	
	















 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		
		
   
      
            
        

      2003/205/EC: Decision of the European Central Bank of 20 March 2003 on the denominations, specifications, reproduction, exchange and withdrawal of euro banknotes (ECB/2003/4)

      2003/205/EC: Decision of the European Central Bank of 20 March 2003 on the denominations, specifications, reproduction, exchange and withdrawal of euro banknotes (ECB/2003/4)

      2003/205/EC: Decision of the European Central Bank of 20 March 2003 on the denominations, specifications, reproduction, exchange and withdrawal of euro banknotes (ECB/2003/4)

      
         OJ L 78, 25.3.2003, p. 16–19
		 (ES, DA, DE, EL, EN, FR, IT, NL, PT, FI, SV)
Special edition in Czech: Chapter 10 Volume 003 P. 246  - 249
Special edition in Estonian: Chapter 10 Volume 003 P. 246  - 249
Special edition in Latvian: Chapter 10 Volume 003 P. 246  - 249
Special edition in Lithuanian: Chapter 10 Volume 003 P. 246  - 249
Special edition in Hungarian Chapter 10 Volume 003 P. 246  - 249
Special edition in Maltese: Chapter 10 Volume 003 P. 246  - 249
Special edition in Polish: Chapter 10 Volume 003 P. 246  - 249
Special edition in Slovak: Chapter 10 Volume 003 P. 246  - 249
Special edition in Slovene: Chapter 10 Volume 003 P. 246  - 249
Special edition in Bulgarian: Chapter 10 Volume 005 P. 183  - 186
Special edition in Romanian: Chapter 10 Volume 005 P. 183  - 186

         
      

      
         
            [image: Legal status of the document]
         No longer in force, Date of end of validity: 30/04/2013; Repealed by 32013D0010 
         
      

      ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2003/205/oj
      

      
         
            
                Expand all
            
                Collapse all
         

      

   




   
      
         
             Languages, formats and link to OJ
      

   

   
      
         
            
               
                  Language
               

               
                  	
                        
                           BG
                        
                     
	
                        
                           ES
                        
                     
	
                        
                           CS
                        
                     
	
                        
                           DA
                        
                     
	
                        
                           DE
                        
                     
	
                        
                           ET
                        
                     
	
                        
                           EL
                        
                     
	
                        
                           EN
                        
                     
	
                        
                           FR
                        
                     
	
                        
                           GA
                        
                     
	
                        
                           HR
                        
                     
	
                        
                           IT
                        
                     
	
                        
                           LV
                        
                     
	
                        
                           LT
                        
                     
	
                        
                           HU
                        
                     
	
                        
                           MT
                        
                     
	
                        
                           NL
                        
                     
	
                        
                           PL
                        
                     
	
                        
                           PT
                        
                     
	
                        
                           RO
                        
                     
	
                        
                           SK
                        
                     
	
                        
                           SL
                        
                     
	
                        
                           FI
                        
                     
	
                        
                           SV
                        
                     


               

            

            
               
                   
                  HTML
               

               
                  
                     EN
                  
                  
                      
                     Toggle Dropdown
                  
                  	
                        
                            
                           BG
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           ES
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           CS
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           DA
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           DE
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           ET
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           EL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           EN
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           FR
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           GA
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           HR
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           IT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           LV
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           LT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           HU
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           MT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           NL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           PL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           PT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           RO
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           SK
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           SL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           FI
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           SV
                        
                     


               

            

            
               
                   
                  PDF
               

               
                  
                     EN
                  
                  
                      
                     Toggle Dropdown
                  
                  	
                        
                            
                           BG
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           ES
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           CS
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           DA
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           DE
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           ET
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           EL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           EN
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           FR
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           GA
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           HR
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           IT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           LV
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           LT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           HU
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           MT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           NL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           PL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           PT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           RO
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           SK
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           SL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           FI
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           SV
                        
                     


               

            

            
               
                   
                  Official Journal
               

               
                  
                     EN
                  
                  
                      
                     Toggle Dropdown
                  
                  	
                        
                            
                           BG
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           ES
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           CS
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           DA
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           DE
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           ET
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           EL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           EN
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           FR
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           GA
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           HR
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           IT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           LV
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           LT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           HU
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           MT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           NL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           PL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           PT
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           RO
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           SK
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           SL
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           FI
                        
                     
	
                        
                            
                           SV
                        
                     


               

            

         

      

   




   
      
         
             Multilingual display
      

   

   
      
         
            
               Language 1 
               English (en)
Bulgarian (bg)
Spanish (es)
Czech (cs)
Danish (da)
German (de)
Estonian (et)
Greek (el)
English (en)
French (fr)
Italian (it)
Latvian (lv)
Lithuanian (lt)
Hungarian (hu)
Maltese (mt)
Dutch (nl)
Polish (pl)
Portuguese (pt)
Romanian (ro)
Slovak (sk)
Slovenian (sl)
Finnish (fi)
Swedish (sv)


            

            
               Language 2 
               Please choose
Bulgarian (bg)
Spanish (es)
Czech (cs)
Danish (da)
German (de)
Estonian (et)
Greek (el)
English (en)
French (fr)
Italian (it)
Latvian (lv)
Lithuanian (lt)
Hungarian (hu)
Maltese (mt)
Dutch (nl)
Polish (pl)
Portuguese (pt)
Romanian (ro)
Slovak (sk)
Slovenian (sl)
Finnish (fi)
Swedish (sv)


            

            
               Language 3 
               Please choose
Bulgarian (bg)
Spanish (es)
Czech (cs)
Danish (da)
German (de)
Estonian (et)
Greek (el)
English (en)
French (fr)
Italian (it)
Latvian (lv)
Lithuanian (lt)
Hungarian (hu)
Maltese (mt)
Dutch (nl)
Polish (pl)
Portuguese (pt)
Romanian (ro)
Slovak (sk)
Slovenian (sl)
Finnish (fi)
Swedish (sv)


            

            Display
         

      

   



	
	
	
	
















	
				
					
	
						
							
								
								    
									Text
	
		
	
	
					
					
						






						
							




	
	
	
									
									
										
	
	
											
												
													
														

[bookmark: top]


Avis juridique important







|




[bookmark: top]
32003D0004


2003/205/EC: Decision of the European Central Bank of 20 March 2003 on the denominations, specifications, reproduction, exchange and withdrawal of euro banknotes (ECB/2003/4)  




Official Journal L 078 , 25/03/2003 P. 0016 - 0019
 








Decision of the European Central Bank
of 20 March 2003
on the denominations, specifications, reproduction, exchange and withdrawal of euro banknotes
(ECB/2003/4)
(2003/205/EC)

THE GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN CENTRAL BANK,
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community and in particular to Article 106(1) thereof and to Article 16 of the Statute of the European System of Central Banks and of the European Central Bank,
Whereas:
(1) Article 106(1) of the Treaty and Article 16 of the Statute provide that the European Central Bank (ECB) has the exclusive right to authorise the issue of banknotes within the Community. These articles also provide that the ECB and the national central banks may issue such notes. Pursuant to Article 10 of Council Regulation (EC) No 974/98 of 3 May 1998 on the introduction of the euro(1), the ECB and the national central banks of the participating Member States (hereinafter "NCBs"), shall put euro banknotes into circulation.
(2) The European Monetary Institute (EMI) carried out the preparatory work for the production and issue of euro banknotes, and in particular with regard to the euro banknote designs, it facilitated the recognition and acceptance of the new euro banknote denominations and specifications by users by taking into account the specific visual and technical requirements of European associations of banknote users.
(3) As successor to the EMI the ECB holds the copyright on the designs of the euro banknotes originally held by the EMI. The ECB and the NCBs, acting on behalf of the ECB, may enforce this copyright with regard to reproductions issued or distributed in breach of this copyright, such as, inter alia, reproductions which might adversely affect the standing of euro banknotes.
(4) The ECB's and the NCBs' right to issue euro banknotes includes the competence to take all necessary legal measures to protect the integrity of the euro banknotes as a means of payment. The ECB should take measures to provide for a minimum level of protection in all participating Member States in order to ensure that the general public can distinguish genuine euro banknotes from reproductions. It is therefore necessary to establish common rules according to which the reproduction of euro banknotes will be permitted.
(5) The provisions of the present Decision should be without prejudice to the application of criminal law, in particular regarding counterfeiting.
(6) Reproductions of euro banknotes in electronic form should only be regarded as lawful if the producer thereof adopts adequate technical measures to deter print-outs, where the general public might mistake the print-outs for genuine euro banknotes.
(7) The competence to take measures to protect the integrity of the euro banknotes as a means of payment includes the competence to adopt a common regime under which the NCBs are prepared to exchange mutilated or damaged euro banknotes. Under this regime certain categories of euro banknotes are designated which should be withheld by NCBs when presented to them for exchange.
(8) The part of the original euro banknote that needs to be presented in order to qualify for exchange is subject to minimum measurement requirements. These measurements should be expressed as a percentage of the surface area of the original euro banknote before it was mutilated or damaged, in order to prevent the distortion of measurements, for instance in situations where the euro banknote is mutilated or damaged due to shrinkage.
(9) To encourage the proper handling of anti-theft devices by all professional banknote handlers it is appropriate, when they request NCBs to exchange euro banknotes that have been mutilated or damaged by using anti-theft devices, for NCBs to charge the banknote handlers a fee to compensate for the analysis performed with regard to the exchange of these euro banknotes.
(10) This fee is not charged when the mutilation or damage results from an attempted or actual robbery or theft, and, to avoid insignificant fees, is only charged when a minimum number of mutilated or damaged euro banknotes is presented for exchange.
(11) Euro banknotes which have been mutilated or damaged in bulk due to the use of anti-theft devices should be presented for exchange in sets consisting of a minimum number of euro banknotes.
(12) The ECB's exclusive right to authorise the issue of euro banknotes within the Community includes the competence to withdraw euro banknotes and to establish a common regime under which the ECB and the NCBs can perform this withdrawal.
(13) It is appropriate for reasons of clarity and legal certainty to codify Decision ECB/2001/7 of 30 August 2001 on the denominations, specifications, reproduction, exchange and withdrawal of euro banknotes(2), as amended by Decision ECB/2001/14(3) and make more transparent the tasks of the ECB and the NCBs with regard to the rules on the reproduction, exchange and withdrawal of euro banknotes,
HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1
Denominations and specifications
1. The first series of euro banknotes shall include seven denominations in the range of five euro to 500 euro, depicting the theme "Ages and styles of Europe", with the following basic specifications.
>TABLE>
2. The seven denominations in the euro banknote series shall bear the representation of gateways and windows on the front side (recto) and bridges on the reverse side (verso). All seven denominations shall be typical of the different European artistic periods referred to above. Other elements of the designs shall include: the symbol of the European Union; the name of the currency in the Roman and Greek alphabets; the initials of the ECB in their official language variants; the © symbol which indicates that the copyright belongs to the ECB; and the signature of the President of the ECB.

Article 2
Reproduction rules for euro banknotes
1. "Reproduction" shall mean any tangible or intangible image that uses all or part of a euro banknote as specified in Article 1, or parts of its individual design elements, such as, inter alia, colour, dimensions and use of letters or symbols, which image may resemble or give the general impression of a euro banknote, irrespective of:
(a) the size of the image; or
(b) the material(s) or technique(s) used to produce it; or
(c) whether or not elements or illustrations have been added to the image that do not originate from banknotes; or
(d) whether or not the design of the euro banknote, such as letters or symbols has been altered.
2. Reproductions which the general public might mistake for genuine euro banknotes shall be deemed unlawful.
3. Reproductions complying with the following criteria shall be deemed lawful since there is no risk that the general public might mistake them for genuine euro banknotes:
(a) one-sided reproductions of a euro banknote as specified in Article 1, provided that the size of the reproduction is at least 125 % of both the length and width or at most 75 % of both the length and the width of the respective euro banknote as specified in Article 1; or
(b) two-sided reproductions of a euro banknote as specified in Article 1, provided that the size of the reproduction is at least 200 % of both the length and width or at most 50 % of both the length and width of the respective euro banknote as specified in Article 1; or
(c) reproductions of individual design elements of a euro banknote as specified in Article 1, provided that such a design element is not depicted on a background resembling a banknote; or
(d) one-sided reproductions depicting a part of the front side or reverse side of a euro banknote, provided that such a part is smaller than one third of the original front side or reverse side of the euro banknote as specified in Article 1; or
(e) reproductions made of a material clearly different from paper, which looks distinctly different from the material used for banknotes; or
(f) intangible reproductions made available electronically on websites, by wire or wireless means or by any other means that allow members of the public to access these intangible reproductions from a place and at a time individually chosen by them, provided that:
- the word SPECIMEN is printed diagonally across the reproduction in Arial font or a font similar to Arial font. The length of the word SPECIMEN is at least 75 % of the length of the reproduction and the height of the word SPECIMEN is at least 15 % of the width of the reproduction, and is in a non-transparent (opaque) colour contrasting with the dominant colour of the respective euro banknote as specified in Article 1, and
- the resolution of the electronic reproduction in its original size does not exceed 72 dpi (dots per inch).
4. The ECB and the NCBs shall, upon receiving a written request, provide confirmation that reproductions not complying with the criteria of paragraph 3, insofar as they cannot be mistaken by the general public for a genuine euro banknote as specified in Article 1, are also lawful. Where a reproduction is produced in the territory of only one participating Member State, requests as referred to above shall be addressed to the NCB of that Member State. In all other cases, such requests shall be addressed to the ECB.
5. Reproduction rules for euro banknotes also apply to euro banknotes that have been withdrawn or have lost their legal tender status under this Decision.

Article 3
Exchange of mutilated or damaged euro banknotes
1. NCBs shall, upon request, and under the conditions laid down in paragraph 2, exchange mutilated or damaged genuine legal tender euro banknotes in the following cases:
(a) when more than 50 % of the euro banknote is presented; or
(b) when 50 % or less of the euro banknote is presented if the applicant proves that the missing parts have been destroyed.
2. Further to paragraph 1 the following additional conditions apply to the exchange of mutilated or damaged legal tender euro banknotes:
(a) where doubt exists as to the applicant's legal title to the euro banknotes or as to the authenticity of the euro banknotes: identification shall be provided by the applicant;
(b) when ink-stained, contaminated or impregnated euro banknotes are presented: a written explanation as to the kind of stain, contamination or impregnation shall be provided by the applicant;
(c) when the euro banknotes have been discoloured by activated anti-theft devices and they are presented by professional banknote handlers as referred to in Article 6(1) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1338/2001 of 28 June 2001 laying down measures necessary for the protection of the euro against counterfeiting(4): a written statement on the cause and the nature of neutralisation shall be provided by the professional banknote handlers;
(d) when the euro banknotes have been mutilated or damaged in bulk due to the use of anti-theft devices: they shall be presented in sets of 100 euro banknotes, provided that the amount of euro banknotes presented is sufficient to form such sets.
3. Notwithstanding the above:
(a) Where NCBs know or have sufficient reason to believe that the euro banknotes have been intentionally mutilated or damaged, they shall refuse to exchange and shall withhold the euro banknotes, in order to avoid the return of such euro banknotes into circulation or to prevent the applicant from presenting them to another NCB for exchange. However, they will exchange the mutilated or damaged euro banknotes if they either know or have sufficient reason to believe that applicants are bona fide, or if applicants can prove that they are bona fide. Euro banknotes which are mutilated or damaged to a minor degree, e.g. by having annotations, numbers or brief sentences placed on them, will in principle not be considered to be intentionally mutilated or damaged euro banknotes; and
(b) Where NCBs know or have sufficient reason to believe that a criminal offence has been committed they shall refuse to exchange the mutilated or damaged euro banknotes and shall withhold them, against acknowledgement of receipt, as evidence to be presented to the competent authorities to initiate or to support an ongoing criminal investigation. Unless otherwise decided by the competent authorities, the euro banknotes shall be returned to the applicant at the end of the investigation and shall thereafter qualify for exchange.

Article 4
Establishment of a fee for the exchange of mutilated or damaged euro banknotes
1. NCBs shall charge professional banknote handlers a fee when they request NCBs, in accordance with Article 3, to exchange legal tender euro banknotes that have been mutilated or damaged by using anti-theft devices.
2. The fee shall amount to 10 cents per mutilated or damaged euro banknote.
3. The fee shall only be charged if at least 100 mutilated or damaged euro banknotes are exchanged. The fee shall be charged for all exchanged euro banknotes.
4. No fee shall be charged where euro banknotes have been mutilated or damaged in connection with an attempted or actual robbery or theft.

Article 5
Withdrawal of euro banknotes
The withdrawal of a euro banknote type or series shall be regulated by a decision of the Governing Council published for general information in the Official Journal of the European Union and other media. This Decision shall cover, as a minimum, the following points:
- the euro banknote type or series to be withdrawn from circulation, and
- the duration of the exchange period, and
- the date on which the euro banknote type or series will lose its legal tender status, and
- the treatment of the euro banknotes presented once the withdrawal period is over and/or they have lost their legal tender status.

Article 6
Final provisions
1. Decisions ECB/2001/7 and ECB/2001/14 are hereby repealed.
2. References to Decisions ECB/1998/6(5), ECB/1999/2(6), ECB/2001/7 and ECB/2001/14 shall be construed as references to this Decision.
3. This Decision shall enter into force on the day following its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.

Done at Frankfurt am Main, 20 March 2003.

On behalf of the Governing Council of the ECB
Willem F. Duisenberg

(1) OJ L 139, 11.5.1998, p. 1.
(2) OJ L 233, 31.8.2001, p. 55.
(3) OJ L 5, 9.1.2002, p. 26.
(4) OJ L 181, 4.7.2001, p. 6.
(5) Decision ECB/1998/6 of 7 July 1998 on the denominations, specifications, reproduction, exchange and withdrawal of euro banknotes, OJ L 8, 14.1.1999, p. 36.
(6) Decision ECB/1999/2 of 26 August 1999 amending the Decision ECB/1998/6 of 7 July 1998 on the denominations, specifications, reproduction, exchange and withdrawal of euro banknotes, OJ L 258, 5.10.1999, p. 29.
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